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Today’s service, planned by Lee, accents the hymnic praise of God in response to the witness 

of Scripture. Lee learned to sing the first hymn, “Holy God, We Praise Your Name, in German 
as a child in a prairie church. Bunyan’s hymn, “He Who Would Valiant Be,” was not sung there, 
but it aptly expresses aspects of the faith nourished there. This service’s rhythm of Scripture and 
hymnody remembers what Lee remembered, that the imagery of the Bible funds theology’s 
thought and energizes the singer’s devotion. For Lee, Wesley’s “Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling” was Methodism’s creed set to music. 
 

Today’s participants touched Lee’s life in various ways. His current successor as Dean will 
welcome the congregation. His and Ann’s present pastor will dismiss us with a benediction. The 
spiritual care coordinator at Whitney Center will offer prayer. The reader of Isaiah 40 is a fellow 
New Testament scholar and the daughter of a dear friend and long-time colleague. Nieces will 
read our New Testament passages. The homilist officiated at Ann and Lee’s wedding. 
 

Yesterday, Gerald H. Anderson, a friend since 1955 who once brought Lee to the Philippines 
to teach for a semester, helped lead the memorial gathering at Whitney Center. 
 

In addition to preparing the service in great detail, Lee also prepared these notes on the service. 
 

We are using the Revised Standard Version of the Bible for today’s service. When he began as Dean, Leander 
Keck’s office was the RSV room, the room where the translators met.  
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Order of Service 
 
 
 
PRELUDE     Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness, BWV 654 

Noah Klein 
MMA ‘23 

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” 
 
 

1. All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice 
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 
come ye before him and rejoice. 

 
 
WELCOME     Gregory E. Sterling 

The Reverend Henry L. Slack Dean 
 
 
HYMN     “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”  

first three verses 
(facing page) 
 
 

READING     Isaiah 40:6-8, 28-31 
Teresa Morgan 

McDonald Agape Professor of New Testament 
and Early Christianity at YDS 
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HYMN     “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

 
 
REMEMBRANCES     David Keck and Stephen L. Keck  
 
 
PRAYERS     Maria LaSala 

Spiritual Care Coordinator, Whitney Center 
 
 
READING     John 1:1-5, 14, 16, 18 

Cheryl VanHoose 
 
 
HYMN     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

first, second, and fourth verses 
(facing page) 
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READING     Matthew 5:3-10; 11: 28-30 

Cynthia Nesselroade 
 
HYMN     “He Who Would Valiant Be”  

1. He who would valiant be ‘gainst all disaster, 
Let him in constancy follow the Master. 
There’s no discouragement shall make him once relent 
His first avowed intent to be a pilgrim. 

 

2. Who so beset him round with dismal stories, 
Do but themselves confound - his strength the more is. 
No foes shall stay his might, though he with giants fight; 
He will make good his right to be a pilgrim. 

3. Since, Lord, Thou dost defend us with Thy Spirit, 
We know we at the end shall life inherit. 
Then, fancies, flee away! I’ll fear not what men say, 
I’ll labor night and day to be a pilgrim.

Author: John Bunyan
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READING     Romans 6:8-9; 8:31, 38-39 
LaLani Green 
 

HYMN     “Thine Is the Glory” 
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HOMILY     Christopher R. Seitz 
Senior Research Professor, University of 

Toronto 
 
HYMN     “How Firm a Foundation”  
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BENEDICTION     Timothy J. Keyl 
Pastor, Bethesda Lutheran Church 

 
READING     Revelation 22:1, 3ab 
 
Then he showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb... There shall no more be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb shall be in it. 
 
RECESSIONAL    “Shall We Gather at the River?”  

first, third, and fourth verses 
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